May 2016 


Welcome to Spring in Michigan! 


YFC Board Candidate 
FORUM! 


Tues 4/26 6:30pm 


See you at the Senior Center, 
1015 N Congress, Ypsi 


Trilliun, or “trillies” 


Ke Annual General Membership Meeting 


The health of our Co-op depends on a com- 
mitted, knowledgeable Board of Directors. 
Serving on the Board is one of the greatest 
contributions you can make to your Co-op 
and to our community. This year, there are 
five Board seats open. 


There will be a Candidate Forum at 6:30pm 
on Tuesday, April 26 at the Senior/ 
Community Center, 1015 N. Congress St. 
You must be a YFC member in good stand- 
ing by May 1 to vote in this Co-op election. 
Please attend the forum to learn more 
about the candidates! Information about 
each of the 7 candidates will also be posted 
inthe store and on our website at: ypsifood- 
coop.org/content/co-op-happenings 


New directors are elected annually by mem- 
ber-owners. You can cast your ballot at the 
Annual General Membership Meeting 
(GMM) or in the store beginning 4/21/16. 
The GMM will take place on Thursday, May 
5 at 6:00pm at the Ypsilanti Freighthouse. 


This year, in addition to the Board election, 
the member-owners will vote on whether or 
not YFC should boycott Eden Foods. Learn 
more about the proposed boycott of Eden 
Foods on page 2. 


Virginia Bluebells 


The model of Policy Governance has 
been adopted by the Board and is hierar- 
chical, paralleling the legal structure and 
fiduciary responsibility of the Co-op and 
its stakeholders. The member-owners 
(the base or “grass roots” of the organi- 
zation) are at the top, with those elected 
to act on their behalf (the Board) below 
them, continuing to the General Man- 
ager (hired by the board), and then the 
staff (hired by the GM). 


In this system of governance, the most 
important values of the organization are 
written into policy, which then guides 
the GM in running the Co-op. 


That’s why your vote is so important! 
We hope every member-owner will 
make their wishes known by voting! 


MMM 


Eden Boycott Info 


Why was the issue of a boycott raised? Michael Potter, owner 
and CEO of Eden Foods, filed a lawsuit to challenge the provi- 
sion of the Affordable Care Act that requires employers to 
provide birth control coverage for their employees. Some 
member-owners believe that continuing to sell Eden Foods 
products directly contributes to the unfair treatment of 
women. 


BALLOT 


Eden Foods Boycott 


Section 2.3 of the Ypsilanti Food Co-op's Bylaws states: "The 
Co-op views itself as part of a larger social and political move- 
ment directed toward creating a society which holds the wel- 
fare of all human beings as an important principle. We feel 
solidarity with other people, other groups, and especially 
with other cooperatives that are equally committed to pro- 
viding people with the knowledge and resources necessary to 
control their own lives." 


Vote Yes or No 


Should YFC 
boycott Eden Foods 
and phase out 
the company's 
products? 


A number of concerned YFC member-owners signed a peti- 
tion asking for a special meeting to discuss this issue. At that 
meeting, held after the general membership meeting on May 
7, 2015, a resolution was passed instructing the board to put 
the issue on a ballot for a membership vote. 


How would a boycott work? Current Eden products would be 
sold and not replenished or, whenever possible, returned to 
the supplier. Eden Foods products would be replaced by 
other comparable brands. A ballot on whether to continue 
the boycott will be included in the annual election every year 
until such time as the membership votes to discontinue the 
action. Please complete the ballot to the right. 


Yes No 


If you are interested in learning more about different per- 
spectives about the proposed boycott, you can watch the first 
part of the March 29th forum at https://goo.g|/Q3VBqO 
Additionally, synopses of each speaker’s views will be avail- 
able on the YFC Facebook page by April 25th. 


—Food Ethics Committee 


Voluntary Democratic mem- Member economic Autonomy and Education, training Cooperation Concern for com- 
and open ber control participation independence and information among coopera- munity 
membership 
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Voting Directions 


1. Please complete the ballots to vote for up to five (5) 
board members, and yes or no on whether the co-op 
should boycott Eden Foods. If you lose this ballot, you 
can get a blank one at the store. (If you want to learn 
more about the candidates, please join us at a forum 
Tuesday, April 26th at 6:30pm at the Senior Center.) 


BALLOT 


Board of Directors Election 


2. Put your ballot in an envelope with your name on the 
front (to verify membership). If an envelope is received 
without a member’s name on it, that vote will not be 
counted. If you are not a member by 5/1/16, your vote 
will not be counted. 


Vote for 5 positions 


[The elected candidate with the fewest 
votes will serve a l-year term only] 


3. Place envelopes in the collection box in the store begin- 
ning 4/21/16 until 4:00pm on May 5, 2016, or bring your 
ballot to the General Membership Meeting at the Ypsi- 
lanti Freighthouse on Thursday May 5, 2016 at 6:00pm. 


Don Broersma 


o 


Susan Carter 


o 


4. Ballots will be accepted through the end of the General 
Membership Meeting on May 5, 2016. The end of the 
meeting is when the reports are done being given. The 
best potluck in town is not part of the meeting. Voting 
will end when our 


o Mike Kozura 


Devin Leatherman 


OQ 
potluck dinner begins. 
5. Board members will verify membership on each enve- 
lope, remove the ballots from the envelope, and count = Joe Montgomery 
the votes after they’re separated from the names at the ; 
end of voting so that the names are not connected with o Stefanie Stauffer 
specific ballots. 
6. Depending on the number of ballots, the results will be Q Shoshanna Wechter 


announced at the end of the best potluck in town or in 
the store the next day. 


(Ben Miller) 


Annual General Membership Meeting 


Where: The Ypsilanti Freighthouse, 100 Market Place, Ypsi 48198 
When: Thursday May 5, 2016 
6:00pm Gather & mingle! 


6:30pm Updates on YFC’s Annual Report, store updates 
by Corinne Sikorski, General Manager, and Liz Dahl- 
MacGregor, Board President, followed by election of 
Board of Directors. Special vote on proposed boycott of Eden 
Foods. Our 2015 Annual Report will be distributed, available 
in the store, and linked to our website: www.ypsifoodcoop.org 


7:15pm Potluck Dinner - Please bring a dish to pass. Michigan spring 
wildflowers 
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Corinne Sikorski 
Corinne @ ypsifoodcoop.org 
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Special Thanks to: 
.. Our Board and all the staff, 
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Printer: 
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Tues May 3, 3-7pm and Sat May 7, 9-1pm 
Ypsi Farmers Markets Open 

Tuesday markets take place on Washington St. at the Farmers Marketplace 
(between Michigan Avenue & Ferris) and Saturday markets take place in 
Depot Town on the Freighthouse Plaza (Rice & E Cross). See you there! 


Thursday May 5, 6:00-8:00pm 
Co-op Annual General Membership Meeting 

at Ypsi Freighthouse 

All member/owners & shoppers welcome. Reports about 2015, vote in our 
Board election, and share a potluck dinner. Please bring a dish to pass. Spe- 
cial vote on boycotting Eden Foods. 


